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AM ERICAN H ISTORY OUTLI N E MAPS

The Dust  Bowl

40
˚ N

30
˚ N50

˚ N

90
˚W

12
0˚

W

11
0˚

W
Al

be
rs

 E
qu

al
-A

re
a 

Pr
oj

ec
tio

n

0
20

0
40

0 
M

ile
s

0
20

0
40

0 
Ki

lo
m

et
er

s
N

W
E

S

MAP



36 American History Outline Maps

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 H
ol

t, 
R

in
eh

ar
t a

nd
 W

in
st

on
. A

ll 
ri

gh
ts

 r
es

er
ve

d
.

Map 18: Teaching Suggestions

Teaching Suggest ions
A series of dry years and poor land use in the Great Plains led to devastating drought and
terrible dust storms in the area that came to be called the “Dust Bowl.” Many farm families
lost their land because of high debts. This map shows the extent of the Dust Bowl and
other drought-stricken areas.

1. Have students color the Dust Bowl and the other drought areas different colors.
Remind them to create a legend for their maps. Suggest that they use colors that bring
to mind “heat” and “dryness.”

2. Have students label the states that were in the Dust Bowl.

3. Have students label the other states that were hit by drought.

4. Many families who lost their farms in the Dust Bowl and elsewhere in the Great Plains
went to California to seek work in the rich agricultural lands there. Have students
draw an arrow to show this migration. Have them label the states through which the
migrants would travel.

5. Some of your students might enjoy reading John Steinbeck’s novel The Grapes of Wrath,
which tells the story of a family forced to move from the Dust Bowl to California.
Have them trace the family’s route on the map and label the places mentioned in the
book.
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