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War in Vietnam

GRAPHIC ORGANIZER ACTIVITY

A Divided Nation
Complete the chart by describing the opposing viewpoints held by Americans during
the Vietnam War. Then write a paragraph describing which viewpoint you might have
agreed with at the time. Explain your choice.

In the late 1960s my opinion would have been

Hawks’ Viewpoints Doves’ Viewpoints
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War in Vietnam

GRAPHIC ORGANIZER: POSSIBLE SOLUTION

A Divided Nation
Complete the chart by describing the opposing viewpoints held by Americans during
the Vietnam War. Then write a paragraph describing which viewpoint you might have
agreed with at the time. Explain your choice.

In the late 1960s my opinion would have been

Hawks’ Viewpoints Doves’ Viewpoints

• supported the war’s goals: to stop the spread
of communism

• believed any U.S. defeat humiliating

• believed the United States could win the war 

• wanted more U.S. troops and heavier bomb-
ing

• believed that the U.S. government would act
in our best interests

• After the Tet Offensive, people understood
that the war could drag on indefinitely. 

• strong support for nonviolence, belief that all
war was wrong

• did not want to risk their lives for a distant
cause

• Increased protests and police violence began
destroying America. 

• The Pentagon Papers revealed that the gov-
ernment had concealed facts about the war. 

• felt that the war aims were against the
wishes of a majority of Vietnamese

Answers may vary. Students should use the viewpoints mentioned in the chart to support their

opinion.
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